New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC)

Applicable Standards for Independent School Accreditation relevant to H.3, to ensure that
multiculturalism, diversity and inclusion are incorporated into a school’s culture, climate,
programming, teaching and curriculum:

Standard 4

4.f. The program offers a variety of cultural experiences to reflect (a) the diversity of students
enrolled and (b) the multicultural nature of the region, country, and world.

Standard 5

5.a. The school recognizes differences within the student body such as gender, learning style or
ability, race, age, ethnicity, family background, socio-economic status, sexual orientation, and
religious practice, and actively responds to students’ and adults’ positive or negative
experiences.

5.1.  The school promotes an equitable, just, and inclusive community that inspires students to
respect and value diversity and to be active and responsible citizens, and has ways to insure that
this objective is met.

Standard 11

11.,j.  The school develops and publishes a policy and plan on diversity and difference, derived
from its mission and core values that it uses to evaluate the status of the school in this regard and
to guide planning to achieve goals.

Standard 12

12.a. The school’s climate, policies and procedures, rooted in inclusivity and empathy, honor the
dignity of every person in their community.




Standard 13

13.h.  The school structures ways to work with parents/guardians proactively. The school is
aware of the ways in which families from diverse backgrounds and socio-economic status are
affected by school policies and programs.

NEASC has recently concluded a pilot study. NEASC retained a diversity and inclusion expert
to design and administer a diversity and inclusion assessment, and provide recommendations to
the schools. NEASC is in the process of updating accreditation standards, and the goal is to
align standards for diversity and inclusion with what they have learned in this pilot study.

National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS)

Principles for Good Practice- these are examples of best practices for independent schools to use
in meeting accreditation standards

https://www.nais.org/learn/principles-of-good-practice/educating-for-global-citizenship/

NAIS has an assessment tool for schools to use in assessing the culture and climate of the school.







